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PRESCRIBING AT NAMES. 


4 


BY JOHN FEARN, M. D., OAKLAND, CAL. 


In this day of boasted enlightenment and progress, it is surpris- 
ing how many otherwise intelligent physicians prescribe at names. 
In our diagnosis we have made rapid strides in advance. We 
are not satisfied to know that the patient is suffering, we want to 
know if possible the why and the wherefore of his sufferings. 
Hence we endeavor to discover if the cause be centric or pe- 
ripheral, whether the lesion be primary or congenital. 


But in prescribing, many are satisfied to discover the name of 
the disease. Then they have a set form of prescription; and that 
prescription must be fired into the patient regardless of conditions. 
This practice is a relic of barbarism. I have in my library a 
book several hundred years old. Judging from the preface and the 
title page, it is a wonderful book, and so the reader would think 
if he could read the wonderful prescriptions found in its pages. 
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Wonderful the number of ingrédibinte, and wonderful also the 
singular ingredients that enter into these compounds, —ng meral, 
animal, and vegetable substances are mingled. And if was 
wonderful the faith they had in these old medicines; they rec- 
ommended these compounds believing they would do what they 
were given for ; whether it be an “ electuwary to relieve a pain in 
the guts” or an “unguent to cool the liver.” Itis true our 
remedies may not be so crude, but many times the prescribing is 
equally senseless. Many a time the thing which decides a physi- 
cian in the purchase of a book on any department of practice, is 
not the clearness with which the book elucidates great principles 
in connection with the healing art, but the plentiful scattering 
of prescriptions through the book, the prescriptions of course 
being warranted to be just the thing, in the treatment of certain 
named diseases. As showing the folly of trying to prescribe at 
names, I will quote just onecase. A medical journal with consid- 
erable circulation some time ago published abroad the statement 
that “ pilocarpus pinnatifolius”’ was a specific in erysipelas; this 
was copied into other journals, and as a consequence pilocar- 
pin got a good advertising. Soon after this I saw a very careful 


physician give this remedy for the relief of an erysipelatous diffi- 


culty, and what was the result? The remedy was given in quite 
small doses, but the heart’s action became so depressed, that for 
some time the patient experienced serious difficulty in breathing: 
This case shows the folly of prescribing at names and leaving 
out of consideratien conditions. 

The point I wish to make is this: The sooner we drop prescrib- 
ing at the name of a disease, and begin to prescribe at diseased 
conditions, the better for our patients and the better for medical 
séience. Where is the medical practitioner, at least in our own 
school, who has not seen the most agonizing cases of headache re- 
lieved by gelseminum? But we all know that gelseminum will 
only relieve headache produced by certain conditions. 

To illustrate still further the importance of ignoring names in 
the treatment of disease: A patient sought my services a little 
while ago for the relief of acute sciatica. In a few days he was 
much improved ard thought the danger was past. I cautioned 
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the patient to avoid taking cold and bade him continue the treat- 
ment. ,In about three days more he again called, and said, “ Doctor, 
I thought I was cured, but the two last nights and to-day I have 
suffered terribly.” 

The pain was not continuousand yet it was not a periodic pain. 
It was a sharp, shooting pain, with a sense of constriction occu- 
pying the hip joint, the region of the sciatic nerve, and the right 
hypochondrium. It was not regular in its action nor constant, 
but would come without warning and would leave without say- 
ing good-bye; in short it was spasmodic in character. Now shall 
we prescribe for this sciatica with the old remedies that have 
long been credited as curers of sciaticat We might do so, but 
remembering from experience that mag. phos. is antidatal to this 
spasmodic character of pain as above set forth, I gave mag. phos. 
3x in small doses every two hours. What was the result ? The 
condition was removed, the pain completely relieved. 

In another case a lady about six months advanced in preg- 
nancy suffered with spasmodic pain, radiating from umbilicus to 
pubes, not constant, but coming and going quite severe. Shall 
we give some carminiative or anodyne? We might doso. But 
remembering that such a conditon can be removed with mag. phos. 
3x I gave it here also; results very satisfactory, as in other case. 

You may say that the practice of medicine would be much sim- 
plitied if we could always cure as easy as this; and so say I, but we 
have not so far advanced that we can always see the case as clearly 
as the one calling for mag. phos. as above given. But we 
have many conditions that, according to the law of specific medi- 
cation, call for certain remedies just as clearly as hunger calls for 
food, or thirst calls for water. 

Look at the specific conditions calling for aconite, gelseminum, 
rhus tox., bryonia, belladonna. Now give your remedies, and no 
matter what the disease, see how those conditions fade out, and 
with them the trouble. You may say in this we are blind fol- 
lowers of Scudder. Pardon me for replying that if we are to follow 
blind, in my humble opinion we could not follow a better man. 
I believe the man is not living who has done as muci for prac- 
tical theraputics in the last thirty years as has this same John M 
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Scudder. I see by a late article from his pen he is only 120, 


and if wishing would accomplish anything, I could wish that he 
might never grow any older than he is now. 

But with regard to being blind followers of Scudder, is it so? 
Newton made grand discoveries. He gave them to the world, 
and scientists have been following on the same train ever since, 
adding other truths to those he made known. Shall we call them 
blind followers of Newton? Notso! So Scudder, gathering 
thoughts from other thinkers, has applied them in the crucible of 
his own practice and experience, and as the result he has given, 
by voice and pen, teaching upon this line to thousands both in 
and out of his own school. And if in our own practice we test 
these teachings and find they are true, then in carrying them out 
we are no longer blind followers. 

In conclusion I venture this assertion: There is not an intel- 
ligent physician to be found who has faith fully tried prescribing at 
names and then faithfully tested prescribing at conditions, but 
what will tell you asa result of his experience, that the latter 
course is by long odds the better—better for patient and better 
for the physician. And in my own opinion the practice of medi- 
cine will never be free from the charge of empiricism till medical 
men, losing sight of mere names, go for the underlying causes of 
disease; and removing them, the whole superstructure of trouble 
will pass away. 


INQUIRIES IN REGARD TO THE PERIODICITY 
OF WOMAN. 


BY G. P. BISSELL, M. D. 


From time out of mind physiologists have speculated as to the | 
cause of woman’s monthly periods, without having come to any 
definite conclusion on the subject. I also have some matter to 
offer without claiming much originality, the most in that line 


_being the ‘nanner in which it is strung together. 


There is a periodicity running through all animal life, for 
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‘cause of which we must go back to cosmical changes that were 
before life had begun, and say that life occurred subject to such 
changes, and was influenced by them. -Shell-fish, that live 
within the area covered by the flood-tide, have Icarned to open 
their shells at such times, and close them on the ebb. Because 
there is what we call life in these animals, and beeause we pro- 
ject our own mentality into them, we say that they have learned 
this, and that they do it because when covered by water they 
can gather food, and when left dry, closure is a protection. But 
we do not say that an acid and alkali combine because they have 
learned to do so, for two reasons: First, because we do not re- 
gard those substances as possessing life; and, second, not having 
life we do not project our own mentality into them. And yet 
it would be as philosophically correct, and probably as true in 
fact, to say that the ebb and flow ofthe tides is the cause of these 
states, as to use the expression that we do. 

Soin higher life there is the diurnal periodicity of sleep and 
wakefulness caused by the alternation of night and day. Yet 
none can doubt that had the term of this alternation been longer 
or shorter, the periodicity would have exactly corresponded. I 
pass by with mere mention the yearly and daily periodicity of 
vegetation. 

Disease again brings to view periodicity, most clearly seen, 
perhaps, in the regularly recurring stages of agues; while in 
some other diseases, say small-pox, the stage of incubation is 
about nine (or twelve) days to the chill, then two days to the 
eruption, about nine days for the maturation, and a somewhat 
indefinite period for decline. Other eruptive fevers have their 
own periods, while for continued fever the period is twenty-one 
or forty-two days. But let it be noted that there is always a 
shorter periodicity, sometimes a diurnal, sometimes a tertiary, 
within this longer period. The point that I wish to make is 
that we must look to secular changes for the origin of periodicity. 
All life has grown up under it, and obedient to it. This isthe 


statement of a fact, whether or not it bea solution of the riddle 
of the sphynx. 


And that same fact of secular change may help us in solution 
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of the question before us. Let us go back to the lower animals, 
and we shall find that their sexual system is greatly affected by 
change of seasons. Spring is eminently the love season of the 
birds and of some domestic animals. Because I merely wish to 
indicate and not exhaust, I pursue that topic no further. 

If now we look to the sexes, whether in the lower animals or 
in man, we see that periodicity attaches much more to the 
female than to the male. Granting that both sexes have the 
identical rutting season, the female has periodicity in it, for if 
she be not served, she passes out of heat, and does not come into 
heat again until after the lapse of some time, which in mares. 
and cows may be closely stated to be three weeks, which, together 
with the one week of heat, makes the period of one lunar month. 
Here, then, we see the first indication of lunar periods. But as: 
to the male, he has been in continuous heat all this time. This 
brings up another fact, that males are vastly more salacious than 
females. Buvfore closing this special paragraph, it is to be noted 
that the female, shortly after passing out of heat, has a discharge 
from the vagina, indicating the maturation and discharge of an 
egg during that period. 

Let us now turn our attention to those animals that stand 
nearest man in classification of relationship, and we shall see 
that they are very lustful in their conduct, almost independently 
of season, when well fed and warmly housed; so that from this 
we may learn another lesson in our inquiry. Now let us note 
that the males are almost always soliciting the females, and we 
shall learn another item. Lastly, let us take into consideration 
the influence of heredity in transmission of habits, and we shall 
be better prepared to understand the subject. These are our 
premises. 

If we apply them to the human race, we shall sum the matter 
up about thus: Periodicity inheres in all life, derived from the 
secular changes of nature. In animals it attaches more to the 
female than to the male sex. The male is the more lustful. 
The season of warmth ahd of plentiful food is pre-eminently the 
rutting season. That season, being prolonged by shelter and 
food, prolongs the desire. The male, being more lustful, con- 
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tinually solicits the female. and stimulates her sexual organs. 
The period of some of the lower animals is about four weeks; 


why, we know not. Hence we may conclude that food and. 


shelter, together with the teasing of the man, has made the 
rutting season of the woman almost continuous, and that in- 
heritance has stamped monthly ovulation into her very nature, 
Why it should be monthly in the woman I do not pretend to 
know, any more than I do why it is so in the cow, nor why the 
period of gestation of each should be about nine months. I 
reason that the moon has no especial ruling in the matter, from 
the fact that different women have periods at all times of the 
moon, and that the same woman, if she have by any accident 
changed her period with reference to time of the moon, goes on 
with the same regularity as before. Can anyone suggest cause 
why the period should be four weeks ? 


ON THE MANAGEMENT OF LABOR. 


BY R. A. HASBROUCK, M. D., SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH. 


A Few days ago I received a letter from Dr. George P. Bissell, 
which I shall take the liberty of including in the body of this 
article. It is as follows:— 


Eureka, Cal., Aug. 5, 1889. 

A, Hassprouck, Esg.—Dear Sir: I have just seen your 
communication in the CALIFORNIA MEpiIcAL JOURNAL, referring 
to Chicago Medical Times. Either I do not understand, or you 
must misapprehend my meaning. 

‘‘T refer you to the first sentence in the third pariguaph, and. 
to the last paragraph of my communication. 

‘‘T have no doubt of the efficacy of the knee and breast posi- 
tion of the woman as aid to turning; but it is not for version 
as usually understood that I advocate the squaw’s practice. It 
is to bring about a cephalic presentation without the introduction 
of the hand, in cases where other parts present. 

“Theoretically, we all acquiesce in the doctrine that the least 
interference that is consonant with safety is best in all physio- 
logical processes, but I fear that we do not always have patience 
to wait on nature. 
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“T am getting old, and attend to midwifery no more. My 


practice during my more active life was mostly a country prac- 
_ tice; so it is easily understood that I never attended to women 
exclusively. But I have assisted at the birth of about five hun- 
dred children, and never had an untoward event occur to mother 
or child. J opine few can say as much. Looking back on my 
cases, I judge that often luck favored me, and that, like Cesar, 
I did well to trust to luck. But in five hundred cases one 
cannot always have both wind and tide in his favor. Sometimes, 
like Cesar, I had to rely on my own exertions. However, I 
had success, and there is no arguing against success. | 
‘‘Once more I say, that it is to obtain head presentation 
in cases of mal-presentation, and to dispense with the barbarism 
of introducing the hand, that I urge inverting the woman.’ 

I did fully understand the article mentioned, and in writing 
as I did it was to. call the doctor’s attention to the article that 
appeared in the Chicago Medical Times, which was upon the 
same subject, and was answering in part his request, to wit: 
‘¢ Will some accouchers try it in case of mal-presentation, and 
report on its merits ?”’ 


As I was about to write an article upon interference in labor, 
and this letter is good testimony in favor of a conservative course 
being followed, it is as worthy of being quoted as King or 
Cazeaux. Again, we have the pleasure of knowing that it is 


original matter taken from an Eclectic periodical, which is a 
satisfaction to a great many. We are obliged to refer to various 
publications and writers when in study or in the composition of 
an article that is comparative, for experience may have taught 
-us much, yet the opinions of others have their influence. 


o 
> 


- - - 


All obstetricians agree that labor is a natural procedure, and 
does not require a meddlesome practice; but we can safely say 
that hardly any of Nature’s doings receives more help (%). But, 
thankfully for the race at large, Dame Nature has amply pro- 
vided woman with the power to resist the meddlesomeness of 
the ignorant and over-anxious attendants. It is an impossibility 
for some practitioners to refuse to help the labor along when 
asked by the woman if there is not. something that can be done 
to assist her, or to ease the pains. To speak of all the mis- 
doings at the confinement bed is not my intention, so I shall 
confine my remarks to the use of chloroform during tedious 
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labors, or, better say, painful labors. There may be powerful 


contractions of the uterus, with like contractions of the abdom- 
inal muscles, yet a very slight sensation of pain to the parturient 


Should an anesthetic be given during labor? 


This question can be answered in the affirmative or nega- 
tive, but in simple painful labors I believe it should be answered 
in the negative. If during confinement an operation becomes 


necessary, then to anesthetize the patient may be admissible; 
but even then there must be cases wherein it, would not be good. 


practice. There is always danger in the administration of the 
agent, whether it be ether or chloroform, though greater with 
the latter, the very one used the most. Someone may be so 
hardy as to say that there is no more danger to the patient in 
the use of chloroform than there would be in allowing the 
patient to go through to the end of the labor in pain; but all 
such can be amply provided with statistics furnished by the 
unfortunates (physicians) who have had bad results from the 
practice. 


It is not a habit with me to call a parturient a patient, but 
as soon as it becomes necessary, in the mind of the midwife or 
doctor, to use the anesthetic, she is so classed, and I believe 
justly so. 


The “American Obstetrics,” which is one of our authorities in 
these cases, is not replete with instructions as to the use of these 
agents, and the reason for- the omission, as I take it, is that Pro- 
fessor King thought that he had been plain speaking as to non- 
interference in natural labors Before me I have one of the 
original copies of Cazeaux’ work, published in 1856, and, as the 
writer’s reasoning appears to be good at this late day, I shall 
quote from it. He says:— 


‘Far from considering the employment of chloroform as with- 
out danger in the greater part of the cases, we must not com- 
pletely forget the sad accidents that have happened to some 
surgeons, for all that they had taken the very best of precautions 
to avoid them. Now, if it is permissible to make the patient 
run some danger to lessen the terrible pains of an amputation, 
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: r or any other major operation, is that sufficient authority to do 
¥ the same thing when it is done during the regular accomplish- 


ment of a function? And after all, is the pain of child-birth, in 
natural cases, so grave and terrible? Do we not see some 
women confined with almost no pain? To speak only of the 
more common cases, do not women preserve almost to the end 
of labor great calmness and their usual good spirits? Do we 
not see them often complaining of the rest in which they’ are 
left by the intervals between contractions, earnestly desiring 
their return, convinced that each pain is one step toward de- 
liverance? Why, with the simple view to spare them some 
pangs, which, after all, they bear with courage, deny them the 
kind attentions of the husband, the consolations of their rela- 
tives, and benumb that imagination which has already dreamed 
of all the joys of maternity? Why, above all, deprive them of 
the unutterable happiness of hearing that first cry of the new- 
born? Instead of that agreeable chitchat in which so often 
women indulge; instead of those maternal aspirations, and of 
those dreams of the future, which lull the young mother, what 
do we see after the anesthetical inhalations? A profound sleep, 
which resembles more or less the coma of drunkenness or some 
cerebral trouble, a complete annihilation of the sensory and 
intellectual faculties; such is the condition of the mother. The 
assistants are in one: continual state of fear. Let us add in 
supposing the physician to be devoid of all fear, that he is 
obliged to remain constantly near the patient, to administer the 
agent himself, to attentively watch the state of the pulse, the 
respirations, and the heart.” 
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The author has referred to those cases coming under the head 
of natural labor, and it is against the use of the agents in such 
cases that I wish to enter my protest, regardless of the fact that 
the practice is becoming fashionable, as a lady remarked to me 
but a few days ago. 


In the August number of the American Medical Journal, 
under the head of, ‘What I Do in Obstetrics,” W.S. Clifford, 
M. D., says:— 


“1. I leave nature to do the work if she will do it right. 
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‘2. I will give an anesthetic in the last stages if the labor 
is painful, and the parties insist upon it.” 
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The doctor gives nine other rules that govern him; but the 
one referring to the subject of anesthetation is a straw, showing 
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the tide-drift of fashion, a fashion brought about by the medical 
fraternity, and in following which many of the profession have 
paid dearly. If. the labor is painful, and the parties insist upon 
an ansesthetic being given, has practice so established the admin- 
istration that the physician would be excusable if the death of 
the patient resulted from the use of the agent ! Bear in mind 
that we are taking into consideration painful labor. You may 
answer the question as it pleases, the fact remains that the 
procedure is dangerous to life, while such a labor, per se, is not. 


Should we allow our patients to dictate as to the course to be | 


followed by us? Is it not a fact that we are called to the bed- 
side to advise to the best of our ability? In my estimation, if 
bad results come from the practice, the woman must not be 
blamed, but the medical attendant should be, for he has lacked 
the firmness to say no to a request coming from a source that 
should have little influence as to this interference. During a 
confinement the physician’s past experience, his sense of hearing, 
touch, and sight should be the only insisters to be moved by. 
Should the parties not be satisfied with that, then he should be 
only too willing to give the case over to someone else who is 
desirous of playing second fiddle. | 

Dr. Bissell gives us the number of five hundred cases with no 
bad endings, and offers for trial that which will do away with, 
in many cases, an anesthetic. In my own practice I have never 
given an anesthetic, though it has been asked of me, and I have 


been thanked for not granting the request after the child was 


born. In two of the cases, as soon as the child was born the 
mothers were able to direct the attendants as to what to do, so 
that in a very short time all the work was done without con- 
fusion; in fact, a half hour after, a stranger could not have told 
that a confinement had taken place, for all was quiet and orderly. 
The opposite to this can be imagined if ether or chloroform had 
been given. 


If possible, I shall have for next month a case to illustrate one 
of the results of giving chloroform during painful labor. 
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SELECTIONS. 


GLEANINGS FROM OUR EXCHANGES. 


BY HANNA SCOTT TURNER, M. D. 


WE gather from Vew Remedies that the use of eucalyptus oil 
in conjunction with cod-liver oil is highly recommended in the 


treatment of phthisis, administered in the form of emulsion 


containing five minims of the eucalyptus oil and seventy-five per 
cent cod-liver oil to each dra m, making a more agreeable med- 
icine. 

TO REMOVE FOREIGN BODIES FROM THE THROAT. 

Dr. BEVERIDGE of the British navy says that for the removal of 
foreign bodies in the throat, such as pieces of meat, etc., a simple 
mode of relief is to blow forcibly into the ear. This excites pow- 
erful reflex action, during which the foreign body is expelled from 


the trachea. The plan is not a new one, but is mney of execution 
and should be remembered. 


Tue average life expectancy in the United States is now fifty- 
five years; in England fifty years; in the Rome of the Cesars it 
was eighteen years, now it is forty years. In fifty years the av- 
erage in France has increased from twenty-eight to forty-five and 


one-half years. | 
ANTIPYRINE IN ULCERS. 


Dr. Bosse reports the cure of several chronic ulcers by the ap- 
plication of antipyrine for ten days, followed by an ointment con- 
taining two per cent. of nitrate_of silver. 


Dr. HALE says, knowing the anti-‘‘ hemorrhagic power of an- 
tipyrine,” I injected 31 of a ten per cent solution into the cav- 
ity of the uterus, in a case of intractable metrorrhagia. It ar- 
rested it at once and permanently. 


CoNnvVULSIVE hysteria will yield to one-twentieth grain doses of 


apomorphine hypodermically administered.— Votes on New Kem- 
edves. 
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THE BRILLIANT AFTER-THOUGHT. , iM 
How wise we are when the chance has fled, 4 
And a glance we backward cast! iJ 
We know just the thing we should have said, Mii 
When the time for saying it’s past. j 
—Boston Courier. ii 
WORSE THAN MARRIAGE. as 
A BACHELOR, old and cranky, 1 
Was sitting alone in his room; ‘ia | 
His toes with gout were aching, " 
And his face was o’erspread with gloom. me 
No little ones’ shouts disturbed him, ie 
From noises the house was free; HM 
In fact, from the attic to cellar A | 
"Twas as quiet as quiet could be. 
No medical aid was lacking; of 
The servants answered his ring, te 
Respectfully heard his orders, ae 
And supplied him with everything. i 
But still there was something wanting, Rf 
Something he couldn’t command ,— Ae § 
The kindly words of compassion, a ie 
The touch of gentle hand. 
And he said, as his brow grew darker, i 
And he rang for the hireling nurse: EF 
“Well, marriage may be a failure, ek 
But this is a blamed sight worse.”’ | ie 
A NEW MYDRIATIC. | 
BAMBERGER and Miller have prepared from hydronapEk thy lamine 
a compound which promises to prove a powerful mydriatic, bear- EY 
ing the systematic name of tetra-hydro-beta napthylamine, and 2 
having the formula C,, H, H, N H, According to Professor Fil- ole? 
hene, of Breslau, the installation of a small quantity of a5 per cent 1 if 5 Bx 
solution causes the dilatationof the pupil of the eye treated only, 7: 
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though after absorption of a minute quantity both eyes become af- 
fected. The dilatationtis greater than that produced by atrophine. 
This compound is said to act as a mydriatic by stimulating the 
nerve endings instead of by paralyzing the muscles of contraction 
as does atropine.—Journal of Balmology and Medical Clippings. 


Dr. J.S. Wrieut, of Brooklyn, N. Y., reports a number of cases 
of sepsis, sarcoma, and cancer treated with carbonate of lime and 
the bromides of arsenic with gratifying results. While stating his 
inability to give the exact therapeutic value of these remedies 
separately or even taken together, he is convicted that the car- 
bonate of lime is efficacious in those infections which are not 
properly malignant, and that bromide of arsenic has a_ beneficial 
influence on malignant infectious diseases, more especially in 
cases of sarcoma.— Peoria Medical Monthly. 


PULSATILLA IN THE HANDS OF HOMEOPATHS. 


In the Clinical Record (homeopathic) Dr. Dionysius reports 
a case of toothache and earache cured by smelling the 20th of 
pulsatilla. The mother said Willie only smelled the medicine 
and it cured him. The doctor says he believes it, too. 

We remember of hearing where the 200th attenuation of pulsa- 
tilla was given by a homeopath in a case of cross-presentation, 
and it soon turned the baby head foremost, and the woman had 
an easy birth; and it was a boy.—American Medical Journal. 
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EXPLOSIVE MEDICAL COMPOUNDS. 
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PROFESSOR RoBeERTs has drawn attention (Hevue Scientifique) to 
some medical compounds which may sometimes cause explosion. . 
Chlorate of potash mixed with Charcoal tooth powder may ex- 
plode even in the mouth. Chlorate of potash pounded in a mor- 
tar with catechu, nut-galls, or tannin is liable to detonate, even if 
glycerine be added. Chlorate of potash will detonate whilst be- 
ing mixed with phosphate of sodium. One part of chromic acid 
mixed with two of glycerine explodes immediately. Iodine 
mixed with ammonia forms a very explosive compound. [If alco- 
hol be mixed with bromine, a bromide of ethyl is formed which 
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frequently explodes. Picvic acid reduced to powder detonates if 
mixed with anything else. Nitro-glycerine is liable to explode 
even when much diluted.— Pacific Record. 


KEROSENE OIL AS BREEDER OF DISEASE. 


Dr. N, A. PENover, some time ago promulgated the sheory that 


the smoke of burning kerosene oil had much to do with the cau- 
sation of disease and its malignancy. Investigation on the sub- 

ject led to the reply that wherever a case of diphtheria was found, 
without exception, oil was used either in the parlor lamp or 
kitchen light. Cases did not occur where gas alone was used. 
Several of the health boards in the East have lately éxpressed 
their opinien that the terrible epidemics lately experienced were 
due mainly to the increased use of this oil. Putrid sore throat, 
diphtheria, had always been more fatal in the Pennsylvania oil 


region than in any other portion of the country. —Pacific Record 
of Medicine and Surgery. 


PIcROTOXIN is recommended as an antidote for morphine by 
Prof. A. Bokai. It is a powerful stimulant to the vaso-motor 
center, and may reduce the danger of asphyxia in chloroform nar- 


cosis if a small dose be previously administered.—<American 
Journal of Pharmacy. 


PLEASANT MEDICATION. 


_ AFTER the general consideration of the preparation of powders 
and their administration, we come next to the exhibition of some 
of the simple powders, and will consider quinine first, .as it is one 
of the very unpleasant agents to administer, although its specific 
action on the brain and nerve centers renders it an indispensable 
agent in a limited number of cases. To adults it may be given 
in capsules alone, or combined with other medicines with whose 
action it harmonizes. It can also be combined with an equal 
amount of tannic acid and well triturated; the addition of an 
equal amount of good powdered sugar still further disguises. the 
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taste without unduly enlarging the dose. Two drams of glyc- 
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the above methods are objectionable, or when the stomach rejects 
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et 


errhiza and thirty grains of quinine well triturated makes a con- 
venient and fairly palatable form for administration. Another 
convenient and rather pleasant compound is th@following :— 


Fl. ext. glycerrhiz:, Zii. 
Syr. gaultheria, q. s. ad, Ziv. 
To this may be added quinine sufficient to make any number 
of grains to each teaspoonful of the syrup. Quinine pills are also 


convenient, and may be obtained of any size from one-tenth of a 
grain to five or more grains. Still another method, when all 


it, is by inunction. 
BR Adeps, Ziv. 
Quinine, Ziv. 


M. Sig.—Make an ointment. Apply this freelyon those portions 
of the body where the skin is thinnest and absorption most rapid. 
In serious cases an ounce of adeps containing two drams of 
quinine is spread on a cloth about eight inches square, and ap- 
plied over the stomach. This is perhaps the most effective 
method of obtaining the prompt and effectual action of quinine 
known to the profession. 


Another method when others fail, is to use it by enema, dis- 
solving one dram, more or less, according to the urgency of the 
case, in two ounces of dilute lemon juice, and having a syringe 
with a nozzle six or eight inches in length, by which the medicine 
can be carried well up into the rectum, and then slowly depositing 
it there, so that its presence will soon be tolerated by the sensi- 
tive structures of the bowels. 


These last-named methods are well adapted for children, when 
quinine is the only thing that will relieve the rapidly failing vital 
processes. The inunction method for children we regard as the 
most effectual, but we are not partial to the use of quinine in 
children’s diseases. The cinchonine, alkaloid, we believe is sutfli- 
ciently powerful to meet all the ordinary conditions of childhood, 
and it is so palatable as to be administered to the feeblest stom- 
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ach. Delicate women are also benefited by its use, when quinine 

would prove too harsh. 
By the above,methods and others that will occur to the coneful 

and studious practitioner, this disagreeable drug may be used 


without offending the most fastidious nature—Z. Anthony, 
M. D., in Physio-Medical Journal. 


SODIUM SILICO-FLUORIDE. 


[Prize Thesis, presented to the Medico-Chirurgical ev of Philadel- 
phia, 1889. ] 


Soprum SIL1co-FLUORIDE was introduced to the sailed profes- 
sion in this country by Mr. Frank Rosengarten, of the firm of 
Messrs. Rosengarten & Sons, his attention having been called to 
this drug by the experiments of Mr. William Thomson, F. B. S. 
C., F. C. 8., of the Royal Institution, Manchester, England, he 
having experimented with a number of chemicals to demonstrate 
their antiseptic properties. 

The ones he found possessing the most remarkable antiseptic 
properties were the compounds of fluorine, hydro-fluoric acid, and 
the acid and neutral fluorides of sodium, potassium, and ammo- 
nium, and the fluosilicates of these bases. Of the compounds, he 
found fluosilicate of sodium the one which, for the general pur- 
poses of an antiseptic, was perhaps the best suited. 

He claims that this salt is not poisonous, has no smell, and i 18 
sparingly soluble in water. Having obtained some of this salt 
from Messrs. Rosengarten & Sons, I found upon examination 
that it is a fine white powder, of slightly saline acid taste, per- 
fectly inodorous, seven grains of the salt dissolving in each fluid 
ounce of water. 

To test the solubility, thirty grains of the salt were taken and 
added to two fluid ounces of distilled water, the temperature of 
which was 64° Fahr. After shaking for five minutes, which 
raised the temperature of the water 2°, 1 emptied the solution 
upon a piece of filter-paper, the weight of which was twenty-three 
grains. After all the solution had passed through the filter, I 
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evaporated the residue to dryness. I then set the paper and pow- 
der aside, so that it might resume its normal hygroscopic condition. 
Upon weighing the filter and residuum, I found the combined 
weight to be thirty-nine grains. Deducting the weight of the filter, 
twenty-three grains, left of the salt remaining undissolved six- 
teen grains. As I originally had thirty grains, the two ounces 
of water appear to have absorbed fourteen grains, or seven grains 
of the salt to each fluid ounce of distilled water, at a tempera- 
ture of 64° Fahr. In this experiment only one-half dram of the 
original water was lost by evaporation. Sol think it is safe to 
say that the solubility of sodium silico-tluoride is seven grains to 
the fluid ounce of distilled water, or 1.4 per cent. To ascertain 
if the salt would be more soluble at a higher temperature, the 
above experiment was repeated, heating the solution to the boiling 
point, 212° Fahr. Thesolution was then allowed to cool to a tem- 
perature of 64° Fahr., and was then placed upon a piece of filter- 
paper weighing twenty grains. After allowing the solution to 
pass through the filter, after being dried it was again weighed 
and found to weighed thirty-two grains. Taking the weight of 
the filter at twenty grains, I would have undissolved twelve 
grains of the salt. This would make the amount taken up by 
the two ounces of water, at a temperature of 212° Fahr., eighteen 
grains, or nine grains to the ounce. This solution did not re- 
main clear like the former, for in about four hours’ time it threw 
down a flocculent white precipitate. These solutions gave me an 
acid reaction to blue litmus paper; but while giving an acid re- 
action, it could not be considered chemically an acid salt, the 
composition: being Na,Sik,. 

Sodium silico-fluoride is formed by the simultaneous produc- 
tion of hydro-fluoric acid and hydro-silicic acid. A mixture of 
sand and fluorspar is treated with concentrated sulphuric acid 
in a suitable vessel, whereupon the acid combines with the bases 
with which the alloys are combined, forming sulphates and silicic 
acid in the form of gas. This gas is passed into a vessel con- 
taining water. As the saturation is complete, and after stand- 
ing the precipitate has settled, the clear supernatant solution is 
decanted into another vessel. After assaying to determine the 
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quantity of hydro-fluosilicic acid in solution, the chemical equiva- 
lent of soda bicarbonate in solution is added, when a copious pre- 
cipitate of sodium silico-fluoride ensues. If an effort be made to 
neutralize, by adding soda bicarbonate till litmus paper turns 
blue, the equivalent of silica would be thrown out of the combi- 
nation, and a salt result that would not be the one sought for. 

To test its antiseptic properties, | performed the following ex- 
periments: (a) Animal infusion. (6) Vegetable infusion. 

(a) Chopping into fine pieces some fresh beef that had been 
slaughtered two days previously, I placed an equal portion in 
two vessels and covered the same with two fluid ounces of water. 
To one I added one grain of the sodium silico-fluoride. In eight 
days’ time the plain infusion showed signs of putrefaction, and 
bacteria could be demonstrated in large numbers. The infusion 
containing the sodium silico-fluoride remained perfectly sweet 
and without odor for a period of three weeks, and at that time 
no bacteria could be demonstrated. 

(b) [took some ordinary timothy hay, chopped it into small pieces, 
and boiled it with some distilled water in a flask for fifteen min- 
utes. I then filtered it and set it aside, in two test-tubes, in a 
warm place. Into one I dropped one grain of the sodium silico- 
fluoride, whieh made a solution equivalent to one part sodium 
silico-fluoride in one thousand parts of water. In three days’ 
time the plain liquid was swarming with bacilli. After allowing 
the other tube to stand for one month no Bign of life or of putre- 
faction could be demonstrated. | | 

To test the pharmacological action of sdédium silico-fluoride the 
following experiments were performed :— 

1. Two rabbits of about equal size and weight were obtained. 


To one whose weight was thirty ounces, eight and one-half grains — 


of sodium silico-fluoride, inclosed in a gelatin capsule, was given 
via the gastro-intestinal route, at ten minutes after 11 o’clock 
A. M., January 6, 1889. Both rabbits were allowed to run 
around the room so that their actions could be compared. 
Twenty minutes after the administration of the salt, the rabbit 
became quiet, lying at full length on the floor, showing no incli- 
nation to move. 11:35 a.m, Still lying full length, decidedly 
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unwilling to be disturbed; respirations hurried and about 125 
per minute; eye reflexes prompt; ear reflexes prompt; anterior 
skin reflexes prompt; posterior reflexes diminished. 11:40 a. . 
Respirations still more. hurried; 160 per minute; when aroused, 
decidedly weak in posterior extremities. 11:50. Becoming rest- 
less; respirations about the same. 12 m. Seems to have re- 
gained its strength, running about as the other rabbit. 12:40 
Pp. M. Beginning again to show signs of weakness; hard to 
arouse. 12:50 p.m. Sensation posteriorly diminished. 1 P. mM. 
Lying at full length; posterior reflexes entirely abolished; ear re- 


flexes abolished; impossible to make rabbit move by poking. 


1:10 p. M. Rabbit falls upon its side violently trembling; spas- 
modic contractions of the posterior extremities; respiration very 
slow. 1:12 r.m. Spasmodic contraction of anterior extremities. 
1:13 p.m. General convulsions with collapse; all reflexes abol- 
ished; respiration hardly perceptible. 1:16 p.m. Respirations 
apparently cease; relaxation of all the muscles, with relaxation 
of vesical sphincter, and a voiding of a small quantity of urine; 
only sign of life was a slight trembling in the carotid region; 
pupils dilated. 1:20 p.m. Opened thorax; heart beating 8U per 
minute. 1:23 p. M. Opened thorax; heart beating 68 per 
minute. 1:26 p.m. Opened thorax; heart beating 52 per min- 
ute. 1:30 P.M. Opened thorax; heart beating 40 per minute. 
1:44 p.m. Opened thorax; heart beating 32 per minute, 1:50 
P.M. Rigor mortis. 1:55 p.m. Heart beating 24 per minute. 
2p.M. Heart beating 10 per minute. 2:05 P.M. Heart beat- 
ing 3 per minute. 2:06 p.m. Heart ceased beating. 

Upon necroscopical examination the heart was found arrested 
in strong systole; the right auricle was full of blood, with no 
clotting; the ventricles were “entirely bloodless, having been 
squeezed perfectly dry by the strong systole; the lungs were — 
found to be slightly injected and entirely collapsed; the stomach 
was greatly distended with food, although the rabbit-had not 
been fed for twelve hours previous to the experiment; the mu- 
cous coat readily peeled off in large pieces, leaving the muscular 
tissue entirely bare; the large intestines were distended; the ab- 
dominal aorta was full of dark fluid blood; the kidneys were 
pale and bloodless; the bladder was empty. 
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2. Administered hypodermically into the posterior lymph 
spaces of a fiog, fifteen minims of a 6 per cent solution of'so- 
dium silico-fluoride at 8:30 p.m. This seemed to make little or 
no impression, excepting to hurry the respirations. At 10:15 
p. M. again administered fifteen minims of the same solution; 
again had hurried respirations. 11:05 p.m. Showed motor pa- 
ralysis of anterior extremities; pinching of anterior extremities 
caused contraction of the posterior extremities. Placed again 
upon its abdomen, it draws up its posterior extremities, but has 
no control of the anterior. The superficial veins in posterior ex- 
tremities appear very much distended, the web showing marked 
congestion; eye reflexes very sluggish. 11:40 p. m. Showed 
marked paralysis of entire body; no movements perceptible ex- 
eept those of respiration. 11:57 p.m. Respirations very slow 
12:01 a.m. Respirations apparently cease. 2 a. M. Heart still 
beating. 

3. In otder to demonstrate if the salt had any action on the 
reflex functions of the spinal cord, the method of Tiirck was em- 
ployed. Its principle consists in comparative measurements of 
the time required, before and after poisoning, for a given stimu- 
lus to the skin to evoke a reflex muscular contraction in a frog, 
from which the cerebral hemispheres have been removed. To 
accomplish this, a frog was taken, and an incision made through 
the occipito-atlantal membrane, thus exposing the medulla ob- 
longata. ‘This portion of the cord was divided, and the brain de- 


stroyed with a needle. After the spinal ganglia had regained 


their tone, indicated by the frog assuming the normal position, 
it was suspended by a hook passing through its nose. A test 
liquid was then made of a very weak aqueous solution of sul- 
phuric acid. This solution was brought under the frog, just so 
the tip of his toes entered the liquid, and the length of time re- 
quired before the frog withdrew its fqot was determined by 
counting the beats of a metronome. As soon as the reflex move- 
ment occurred the frog was immersed in some fresh water, to re- 
move the excess of acid and prevent corrosion of the skin. The 
metronome was set at sixty beats to the minute. | 
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8:45 p.m. Withdrew at four beats of metronome. 
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Injected fifteen minims of a 6 per cent solution of sodium 
silico-fluoride. 


9:04 p,m. Withdrew at five beats of metronome. 
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66 


10:28 


10:34 “ No reflex action. Very hard pinching of posterior 


extremities cause reflex in the anterior extremities. No reflex 
action to actual flame. . | 


4. A frog was taken, and after the femoral artery in the left 
leg was ligated thirty minims of a 6 per cent solution were in- 
jected into the posterior lymph sacs at 9 P.M. 9:30 P.M. The 
recti abdominis were very stiff and hard, and yave no response 
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to electrical stimuli. 9:15 p.m. Both posterior extremities re™ 
spond to electrical stimuli. 9:21 p.m. Both respond. 9.26 P. m. 
Muscular trembling of right leg. 9:33 Pp. m. Stimulation of 
nerve equally prompt; reflex stimulation almost abolished in 
right posterior extremity. 

5. 9:20 p.m. Immersed some fresh muscle in a 6 per cent so- 
lution, and the blood coagulates at once. 9:21 p.m. Prompt re- 
sponse to electrical stimuli. 9:30 Pp. m. Prompt response to elec- 
trical stimuli. 9:50 p. mM. No response to electrical stimuli. 
Muscle very hard and white. 

6. Took a frog’s heart, beating twenty-eight to the minute, and 
immersed it in a 6 per cent solution. The first half minute the 
heart made ten beats, then stopped for one minute, after which 
it gradually diminished in force, stopping in systole. . 

7. Took some egg albumen and dropped it into a 6 per cent 
solution of sodium silico-fluoride, and it immediately coagulated. 

These experiments were repeated a sufficient number of times 
to guarantee the accuracy of the observations. Lack of labora- 
tory facilities prevented the making of more extended pharma- 
cological investigations. My attempt to determine the action of 
sodium silico-fluoride on blood pressure failed, for want of in- 
struments to properly indicate the result of the administration of 
the drug. However, the foregoing experiments give us an idea 
of the general action of the drug, and indicate the probable paths 
of this action. Sodium silico-fluoride administered to either 
warm or cold-blooded animals, as has been demonstrated, exhib- 
its its action by marked stimulation of respiration. This stimu- 
lation passes gradually into paralysis of the respiratory function. 


Now, in case of paralysis, it is readily determined whether the 


case is peripheral or central. In experiment No. 4 it has been 
demonstrated that both muscle and nerve retain their power of 
transmitting the electrical stimuli. This at once excludes the 
probability of the drug acting through the terminal filaments of 
the respiratory nerves. Moreover, if convulsions are produced, 
their nature also will give a clear general idea as to their ori gin. 
As convulsions of central origin throw the entire muscles, or en- 
tire groups of muscles, into co-ordinated contraction, so, on. the 
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other hand, convulsions originating in the nerves, or in the intra - 
muscular fibers, at different muscular fibers, at different times, 
and with different degrees of vigor, produce the so-called fibrillar 
contractions. The above experiments show that convulsions are 
a marked symptom of poisoning by sodium silico-fluoride, and 
also show that these convulsions are general, rather than fibrillar 
or local, thus: indicating that the action of the poison is upon the 
central rather than upon the peripheral nervous system. 

These experiments also show that sodium silico-fluoride causes 
a condition closely allied to that known as rigor mortis, by an 
ultimate direct. action on the muscular tissues. As the drug 
coagulates albumen even in weak solutions, quickly causing 
coagula to form in warm blood, it also probably coagulates 
myosin in the muscular tissues. These experiments also show 
that the automatic functions generally ascribed to the medulla 
oblongata, regulation of the heart, and vaso-motor tonus, and 


pupil mechanism are seriously disturbed. The venous system is 


greatly dilated, the heart beating after cessation of respiration, 
and the pupils are dilated at the moment of death. 

In regard to reflex action, the experiments showing no loss of 
the power of co-ordination, that both the muscle and nerve retain 
their power of transmitting electrical stimuli, and finally, that 
the spinal cord itself retains this power, we can conclude that the 
loss of reflex action after the administrationo sodium silico- 


fluoride is probably due to paralysis of Setschenow’s center. 


Finally, in regard to the action on ,the circulation, these experi- 
ments indicate that sodium silico-fluoride first increases the 
heart's action by stimulation of the vaso-motor centers, and fi- 
nally lowers and destroys the heart’s action by a direct influence 
on the heart’s contained. ganglia. 3 

(To be continued.) 


PHENACETINE. | 


I HAVE lately used phenacetine largely, and have not been dis- 
appointed in its action, particularly as an analgesic. I have-used 
it in nearly all classes of pain, especially neuralgic. I have 
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learned to so thoroughly trust it to relieve pain, that I have often - 
preseribed it without a very searching inquiry into the character 
of the pain. A patient says, “I have headache,” and I order 
phenacetine with confidence, and always with a report of relief. 


Case I.—Mrs. L., aged 40; severe sciatica, from which she 
had suffered for nearly one month. December 17, ordered 
5-grain doses of phenacatine with 2} grains of salol, every three 
hours. December 19, much relieved and sitting up, whereas 
had before been unable to get out of bed. Ordered phenacetine 
continued in same doses, with 14 grains salol. December 21, re- 
ported herself well, but I ordered her to continue the treatment 
for a few days. No return of pain up to the present time. 


CasE II.—Mrs. M., age about 22. Came to me December 4, 
with facial neuralgia ef left side, from which she said she 
had suffered intensely for three weeks. Ordered phenacetine, 45 
grains divided in six powders; take one powder three times a 
day. December 6, very much relieved; said she had had two good 
nights’ sleep. Ordered phenacetine, 45 grains in ten powders, 
one four times a day. This gave entire relief, and there has 
been no return. 


Case ITI.—J. M., male, aged 21; acute rheumatism, atfecting 
elbows, wrists, knees, andankles. This patient has had attacks of 
rheumatism every winter for a number of years, lasting from one 
to two months each attack. December 31, first called to the 
case; found him suffering intense pain, joints swollen and red. 
Ordered phenacetine and salol, each 6 grains every three hours 
No local application ordered. Made five daily visits; found him 
each day improved. Discharged January 4, with orders to con- 
tinue the medicine three times a day for a week. 


Case IV.—G. B., male, aged 35, sciatica. Was called April 18; 
found him suffering such pain that the slightest motion caused 
faintness, with nausea and continuous vomiting. Ordered phen- 
acetine and salol 44 5 grains every two hours. This treatment 
was continued, and he was out walking around the third day, and 
in a very few days all traces of the malady had disappeared. 


CasE. “‘V—E. V. B., male, aged 24; acute rheumatism, to which 
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been walking, climbing mountains, etc., and felt much better than 
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he had been subject since he was eight years old. Each attack 
had lasted several weeks and left him debilitated, from which he 
was a long time recovering. Was called April 28; found nearly 
all joints affected, but principally the. hips, so that he was com- 
pletely helpless. Ordered phenacetine and salol 44 5 grains. every 
two hours. The next day found him sitting up, saying he was 
comfortable and almost entirely relieved. Ordered him to con- 
tinue the treatment, gradually reducing to three times a day. 
Two weeks later he reported to me that he was well, and had 


he had ever before felt, even several weeks after former attaeks. 

CasE VI.—V. W. E., male, aged 45; neuralgia of the stomach. 
Has had a great many similar attacks, and had been relying on 
large doses of morphine to obtain relief from the excruciating 
pains. Was first called May 1, and found him almost delirious 
from the pain. Ordered him to take phenacetine, 5 grains 
every two hours, but no morphine. In the afternoon found him 
comfortable and sleeping. The next morning ordered salol ad- 
ded to the phenacetine. The improvement was marked and last- 
ing, and the recovery seemed to be complete. 

CasE VII.—Mrs. W.,aged 31; acuterheumatism. A nervous, 
delicate woman, who had been in bad health since she was fourteen 
years old. Has had four children. Some years ago had a long 
siege of sickness in England, which they told me was rheumatic 
fever. First called April 21; found her with severe acute rheuma- 
tism, affecting principally the shoulders and chest wall. Wassuffer- 
ing so intensely that she could not lie down, not even lean against 
the back of the chair, and consequently could get no rest night 
or day; had been in this condition for four or five days. Ordered 
phenacetine and salol 44 5 grains every two hours. That night 
she was propped up with pillows and. slept some, and the next 
night had a good sleep. Being poor, the treatment was not fol- 
lowed up. May 18, after working beyond her strength, and tak- 
ing some cold, she had a relapse, and the 20th I was again called ; 
found her suffering with severe pain in the chest wall, with a 
blowing heart murmur. Ordered same treatment, with some im- 
provement the 21st and morning of the 22d. The aftérnoon of 
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that day was hurriedly called, and found her almost in articulo 
mortis, with severe heartcomplication. She was unconscious and 
apparently gasping her last. Relieved the most urgent symp- 
toms with large doses of morphia hypodermically, and as soon 
as possible pushed the other remedies. After the second day, be- 
gan to lessen the morphia, but still continued the others. The 
morphia was now entirely suspended; she seems to be in a fair 
way to recover, although the heart is no doubt permanently af- 
fected. She is still on this treatment and is sitting up, and has 
fair rest at night.* | 

It will be observed that in some of these cases J have combined 
salol with phenacetine. I didthis on the principle of the well- 
known effect of salicylic acid in rheumatism, but I rely on the 
_phenacetine for the relief of the pain, and in this way perhaps 
the cure of the disease causing it. 

As before remarked I have learned to rely implicitly on the an- 
algesic properties of the remedy. I have given it in nearly 
every case where pain is a prominent symptom; in the nervous 
heart palpitation and pain of hysterical women; in the false 
pains of the latter periods of pregnancy; for after-pains; for all 
forms of headache; in the cutting pains of colic, etc.; and in no 
instance have I been disappointed in its prompt action. 

As an antithermic in continued fevers I give it in 5 to 8-grain 
doses, repeated every two or three hours, and have apparently 
had better results than when given in large doses at long inter- 
vals of time. I find that it does not produce the profuse sweat- 
ing sometimes caused by the large doses. I continue its use 
during the whole course of the fever, and I have never seen any 
ill effects from its use, even when continued for weeks. 

These details are wholly from my personal experience, but in 
closing I will make a short quotation from Dujardin-Beaumetz. 
He says: ‘ But it isabove all as an analgesic that phenacetine out- 
rivals its predecessors. While it is quite as powerful as antipyrin 


*July 1. This patient is now attending to her household duties, appar- 
ently as well as she has been foryears. Yesterday she walked about one 


and a half miles without inconvenience. She is still taking small doses of 
the remedy. 
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and acetanilid, it does not cause the pain in the stomach, or the 
scarlatina-form rash of the former ; nor does it give rise to the cyano- 
sis of the latter. However prolonged may be its administration— 
and we have given it for months in doses of 15 to 30 grains per day 


-—we have never observed any bad effects. We have used it for 


the relief of every form of pain (neuralgias, migrains, rheumatic 
pains, muscular rheumatism, acute articular rheumatism, the 
lightening pains of tobes, etc.), and always with the best results. 


_ Further, in cases of hysteria, and of hysterical or neurotic pains, 


phenacetine has seemed to produce better effect than the bre- 
mides; it calms the excitability of the nervous system, and in 
some obstinate cases of nervous insomnia it procured sleep.” 

I have given it in much daily larger doses than that mentioned 
in the extract juat quoted. [ have given 60 grains a day for two 
weeks without any bad effects.—M. F. Price, M. D., in Southern 
California Practitioner. 
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EDITORIAL. 


Potassium Chloride in Plastic Exudation.—Have we in all 
our extensive materia medica a remedy which will dynamically , 
influence the absorption of plastic exudates? By the term “dy- 


namically” we mean a remedy which will encourage a vital | 


process without leaving a condition of debility behind—a drug 
which will do positive good without disturbing normal action. 

We have seen calomel administered by its advocates in the 
plastic stage of pneumonia several times with the assurance of 
the prescribers that it was the proper and only medicine for the 
condition. Possibly this was true, but the patient died all the 
same, soon after, in every case. 

Hardly anyone would think of cipocting much of iodide of 
potassium in acute cases, though many ground their hopes upon 
it to remove long-standing indurations of plastic character. Pos- 
sibly iodide of potassium internally and tincture of iodine locally 
are reliable agents in such cases, but after years of trial and ob- 
servation we are still doubtful. Are not these remedies usually 
employed because they have become fashionable? How much 


can the candid physician expect after considerable of a trial of — 


them in numerous cases ? 

Iodide of potassium has been nearly as much of acurse as opium 
and calomel. All these remedies have a place in the materia med- 
ica, but they should occupy a very small niche. lodide of potas- 
sium often produces the most pronounced debility with anemia, 
palpitation of the heart, insommia, and other wretchedness. Many 
a poor syphilitic has been made thrice miserable by the stupidity of 
his physician, who knows nothing but iodides for his malady, and 
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never will, because an improvement upon such a course demands 
.that he shall think, and thinking is opposed to orthodoxy, or or- 
thodoxy is opposed to thinking—take your choice. 


But we started. to write about another remedy—potassium 
chloride. In last year’s volume (page 126) we referred to a casé 
of infantile pneumonia in which it seemed that the respiratory 
surface was to be completely obstructed and that death must soon 
follow; so previous experience led us to expect—surface breath- 
ing, hurried respiration, cyanotic countenance, cold, clammy ex- 
tremities, and mucous rattles over a large surface of the thorax were 
very portentous and had been creeping insidiously on for twenty- 

* four hours in spite of ordinary treatment. With no expectation 
of anything but a fatal issue, we prescribed potassium chloride 
- of the 3x, what would lie on a nickel, in half a tumbler of water; 
dose, a teaspoonful every hour. This was at nine o’clock in the 
evening, and the following morning at nine, instead of finding 
crape on the door as expected, we found the little patient much 
relieved, breathing more naturally, extremities warm, and cya- 


notic appearance gone. A steady improvement led to early con- 
valescence. 


4 
= 
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Since then we have prescribed this agent several times in cases 
of lesser gravity with satisfaction, and believe it to afford as posi- 
tive and tangible results as any other remedy for any other pur- 
pose, and to be the only positive one in plastic exudation in acute 
pulmonary affections. 


== 


. Recently we have been favorably impressed in a different di- 
rection. A burly husband, something after the J. L. Sullivan 
stripe, having imbibed rather too freely one evening, gave his. 
wife what he believed she had long needed, a severe flogging. 
Prize-ring rules were entirely ignored, and the weaker vessel re- 

ceived several severe kicks below the belt, but still managed to 
come to the scratch and finally aroused the neighbors, who assisted 
in putting the would-be athlete to hed. 


_A black eye and a few scratches upon the face, with soreness 
resultant upon body contusions, seemed the sum total of damages 
sustained, when the wife called at the office on the following day, 
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and these faded away, leaving her apparently ag well as ustial ten 
days afterward. But about four weeks later she went to bed with 

a chill followed by high fever, severe abdominal and pelvic pains, 

painful and frequent micturition, and excruciating suffering, with 

faintness and exhaustion upon defecation. Sedatives moditied 

the fever and lessened the acuteness of the pain, which, however, 

persisted in a measure, occasionally darting into the left hip and 
down the left thigh, the febrile symptoms meantime taking on a 

hectic character. Tenderness was discovered early, upon digital 

examination per vaginum assisted by abdominal palpation, and in 

a few days marked enlargement and induration of the left broad 

ligament was appreciable. This progressed until the pelvis was 

crammed, the uterus becoming immovably fixed against any 

force which did not produce severe pain, this being elicited by 

moderate pressure upon the bulging indurated broad ligament. In 

the meantime the patient had lost her appetite, the tongue was 

obstinately furred, there were profuse sweating at night, severe 
nervous irritability and encroaching prostration. 

There was no question that a pelvic abscess was to be thé result 
of these premonitions, and as the scope of ordinary remedies 
seemed to have been pretty well reached, a resort to the potassium 
chloride was had with the belief that it at least could not fail 
more completely than former medication had in preventing a pu- 
rulent collection in the pelvis. As much of the 3x trituration as 


would lie on a nickel was therefore added to half a tumbler of — 


water and a teaspoonful ordered every hour. 

Within two days the pain had become markedly modified, 
though it was a week before the patient would admit that she 
was improving. By this time the symptoms of hectic had be- 
come decidedly changed for the better, the patient could sleep at 
night, and at the end of a fortnight the thermometer marked the 
normal temperature, though the pelvic enlargement could hardly 
be pronounced as having lessened in size. Two weeks later the 
patient was able to go to San Francisco in a hack, whither her 
husband removed her permanently, without accident, and a week 
later upon digital examination I found that there was a marked 
abatement of the pelvic enlargement, and all discomfort, except 
that of some slight debility, was: gone. 
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She was still taking the remedy and importuned me to leave a 
good supply, that she might continue it until well without perad- 
venture, as she believed it had been the means of her recovery 
without more extreme symptoms. And so does the writer. | 

We should have mentioned that after the first few days the 
doses were repeated at longer intervals—a teaspoonful every two 


or three hours. 


Tamales.—Our Eastern friends, who seldom come in contact 
with Spanish, French and other semi-barbarous customs, have. 
little idea of the number of curious dishes and culinary compounds 
that this coast affords. 

One of the most common forms of lunch to be had late in the 
evening and upon the street corner is the “tamale,” which the 
belated business man and home-returning theater-goer often 
avails himself of. This is a curious compound of ground corn, 
chicken (?), peppers, garlic, etc., wrapped in corn husks and. 
cooked, and when taken from its hot bed in the boiler it sends off 


a tempting savor which makes the mouth water. As you smell 


the fragrant husks and munch the savory flakes of well-cooked, 
highly-flavored pastry, you exclaim, “Give me ‘tamales’ forever !”’ 
And so you go on unrolling until you get to the core, where you 
find a curious but savory ‘‘ wad,” which you may not at first be 
able to analyze, but which evidently contains a couple of olives, a 
particle of cooked flesh, and pepper, It might be called a 
physio-medical prescription, possibly, for there is pepper until you 
can’t rest. The Spanish pepper everything they cook in high 
style. | 

But there is a certain inwardness to this tamale business which 
when once found out makes a fellow a mere bit careful. All “ta- 
males’ are warranted ‘‘ chicken tamales,” that is, the bit of meat: 
in the core is supposed to be chicken. But the Dagos and 
Italians, who manufacture these tidbits, are not behind the age in 
which they live, and many a questionable piece of flesh is smug- 
gled in which could only pass muster by being disguised by gar- 
lic, pepper, and other ingredients contained in the gravy. Ru- 
mor has it that sea-gulls, English sparrows, jack-rabbits, and 
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possibly an occasional family pussycat, contribute to the sup-— 


plies of tamale factories which warrant every one ‘da gooda da 
cheekin tamale.” 

On this coast, chanticleer lives a precarious life. Chickens are 
difficult to raise,and many die with cholera, roup, diphtheria, etc., 
etc., after reaching maturity. But from the confession of a 
poultry man who applied for treatment to a friend of the writer, 
and who proved communicative, there is some value in a dead 
chicken even if it died from a lingering or zymotic disease. True, 
John Chinaman will not buy a dead chicken, though he will a sick 
one, even though very sick; but when the moribund state arrives, 
there is yet left one source of income to the poulterer, and that 
is the tamale man. Of course he buys cheap, for there is no com- 
petition; but he buys, for he can turn the defunct fowl (foul ?) into 
several hundred per cent profit. : 

We do not wish to discourage any of our Eastern brethren 
from trying all the novelties of this coast if they journey this 
way, but simply to put them upon some of the tricks of the ta- 
male, and also to publish a receipt for manufacturing the article, 
which might be considered worth having, where good chickens, 
and corn husks (green ones are best) are more than plenty. 


To Make Tamates.—Take dried sweet corn, grind, and 
make into paste with salt: water. Boil chicken. Next pre- 
pare gravy as follows: Fry a small piece of garlic in the bot. 


tom of the pot in beef suet, add onions, and let them fry; when — 


the onions are partly cooked, add tomatoes, and when they have be- 
gun to stew, add Chile peppers and salt, also a little butter to 


season. Allow all to stew for one or two hours, until a smooth 


gravy has been formed, ‘Take corn husks and spread the paste 
upon them. Then lay a piece of chicken, a spoonful of gravy, and 
a couple of pickled olives. Then wrap well in pasted corn husks. 
Tie both ends and the middle with strips of husks, and after all 


have been wrapped, put in a pot of water and boil for two hours. | 


Eat hot. 


Tender Toes.—The article by E. M. Hale, M. D., one of the 


leading homeopathic lights for years ai reprinted last month — 
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from the New York Medical Times, a former homeopathic peri- 
odical, but now professedly independent, is significant of the 
strong current which is sweeping away the dogmas of homeopathy. 
It is an open declaration of patent facts which none among them, 
until recently, were honest enough to make. 

About four years ago a sample copy of the JouRNAL was sent 
to a Homeopathist in a small town in Indiana, who had been re- 
ported to us as an Kclectic, in which statements similar to those of 
Dr. Hale as to the true status of homeopathy were somewhat 
briefly made in an editorial. The copy was returned, with the 
page turned down and several heavy pen strokes through the ar- 
ticle, and in the same mail came the following pointed commu- 
nication : 
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ame Ind., July 12, 1885. 
“H, T. Wester, Ep. M. J.— 


Dear Sir: I return the copy of your JourNAL just received. 
Permit me to say that as a homeopathist I have neither time nor 
occasion to read your JOURNAL. Respectfully, ? 


Just now we are wondering how the gentleman will digest the 
opinions more pronounced in expression even than ours from one 
who for years has been a teacher and writer ina prominent hom- 
eopathic college. 

It is evident that the world moves and that the now popular 
branch of medicine known as homeopathy will erelong have lost 
its individuality as a system, through the result of progress. 

So with every dogma. Only the doctrine of openness to free- 
dom of choice and conviction to error—the recognition that true 
excellence in medicine lies in the future more than in the past, 
will afford a status which will enable the physician to live a con- 
sistent professional life and strck to his colors throughout all time. 
We modestly believe that this ne belongs only to the true 


Eclectic. 
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The Old, Old Story.—Dr. Van Male has been preparing to 
settle down in life. To those who have known him personally 
he has afforded ample evidence of the possession of the qualities 
of perseverance and industry against giant obstacles. ‘‘ The race : 
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is not always for the swift nor the battle for the strong.”’ . (We 
never swear to the correctness of our quotations). The Doctor 
has our best wishes for future success, and we predict that he 


will get there. A copy of the Mountain Tribune, published at 
Bieber, tells the story in full:— 


‘‘MarrieD—In San Francisco, August 26, 1889, at the resi- 
dence of the bride’s mother, by Rev. Brookes O. Baker, John J. 
Van Male, M. D., of Bieber, and Annie M. J. Marx, of San 
Francisco. 

‘The happy couple arrived last Sunday, and were warmly wel- 
comed by the Doctor’s numerous friends. The Callithumpian 
Band has been rehearsing for the past week to give them a ser- 
enade (?) on the evening of their arrival. So about ten o’clock 


the band, consisting of preachers, lawyers, editors, real estate . 


dealers, postmasters, landlords, old men and young, and several 
of ‘ye small boys,’ took up the line of march for the Doctor’s 
residence, and after rendering only one of their choice selections, 
the Doctor and wife appeared upon the stoop, thanked their 
friends for the compliment, and especially for the fine music 
rendered; after which the Doctor passed the cigars and soda to 


the crowd assembled, receiving hearty. congratulations and the 
best wishes from all present.” 


The Independent.— We are now writing editorials with the 


Independent Stylographic pen. It is a great improvement over 
older instruments. 


A very exasperating occurrence is ‘that of being obliged to stop, 
just as an idea is crystallized into words, to dip the old-fashioned 
pen into the ink and lose a link in the chain. Who knows but 
we have sacrificed our everlasting fame in so doing. Whether 
or no, this pen is to our liking; it writes as smoothly as a pencil, 
holds enough ink for 10,000 words, is always ready for use, does 


not blot nor leak, can be carried as safely as a pencil, will oper- 


_ate well with any kind of ink, and never wears out—or hardly 
ever. 


The pen is manufactured and for sale by J. Ullrich & Co., 
106 and 108 Liberty Street, New York. Osgood Brothers sell 
it in Oakland at the corner of Seventh and Broadway. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


CHIONANTHUS is highly recommended as a specific for sick- 
headache. Five-drop doses of the 2x dilution. 


_ Hot water—as hot as can be borne—is commended as a rem. 
edy for hematemesis. A tumblerful should be drank at a time. 


No further hemorrhage occurs, and fragments of clots are vom- 
ited. 


WE sidinctiod to state in our notice of the Cyclopedia of Dis- 
eases of Children, that the J. B. Lippincott Company, of Phila- 
delphia, were the publishers. This valuable work is worthy a 
number of notices. - 


WHILE our “regular” brethren are wrestling around for a 
remedy to prevent mammary abscess, we would suggest that they 
become acquainted with phytolacca, when they need not look 
further. And also that they give the cred itwhere it belongs. 
Tue Alameda County Eclectic Medical Association meets reg- 

ularly once a month in Oakland. San Francisco, not to be out- 

done, has recently taken steps to organize a San Francisco County 
Eclectic Medical Association, which is eminently proper and fit- 
ting. 


Dr. BLAKE has been down from Weaverville doing San Fran- 
cisco and suburbs, as well as visiting the State Fair at Sac- 
ramento. The doctor is among the leading Eclectics on this coast, 
and is always welcomed by numerous friends when he comes this 
way. 


Dr. W. A. SHOTWELL, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, is trying 
the free advertising dodge. His article on the “ Radical Cure of 
Fistula in Ano,” has appeared in a number of our exchanges, 
every time as a contributed article. He evidently has something 
to sell. 


_ SULPHONAL, the new hypnotic, answers a gcod purpose occasion- 
ally when other remedies are contra-indicated or fail, but it is re- 

ported as a dangerous drug. We have recently employed it in a 
case of insomnia but without very flattering result. We shall 
try it again, but think it may not be all that is claimed for it. 


Tue Atlanta Eclectic Medical Society recently handed to each 
member of the Senate and House of the Legislature of Georgia 
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a copy of a memorial protesting against legislation being en- 
gineered by the regulars, and exposing its selfishness and sophis- 
try, Such wasthe course pursued in this State at the last kick 
of allopathy at “irregular medicine.” 


ARTERIES from the ox have recently been proposed as drainage- 
tubes. After separation from their sheaths and section into 
appropriate lengths, they are boiled in water for five minutes, then 
drawn over glass rods of appropriate size, to be afterward im- 
mersed in sublimate solution (1 per cent) for an appropriate 
length of time, to be finally stored in alcohol for use. 


THE Southern California Practitioner recommends ten-grain 
doses of salicylate of soda every half hour for toothache, three 
or four doses being said to cure. Such doses ought to do some- 
thing. Dr. Waugh recommends a dram of salicylate of soda di- 
vided into three powders, one to be given every two hours, for 
the relief of neuralgia. He considers it better than narcotics. 


MEDICAL editors, as well as those of the secular press, are under 
lasting obligations to Brown-Séquard for something to write edi- 
torials upon. As every fellow has had his say now, however, 
probably the subject will be relegated to the garret. Like many 
another subject, it was plucked a little too green. A man must 


not wait until he has grown old before beginning to rejuvenate if 
he expects to succeed, 


THE Chicago Medical Times has recently been subjected to 
a dose of Brown-Séquard’s elixir or some other rejuvenating 
agent, for it begins in its advanced age to manifest a little dispo- 
sition to originality, and to take up the cause which it so long was 
supposed to champion, in earnest. We observe some articles in 
recent issues in which Electicism is mentioned with something 
of approbation. Hurrah for Chicago! 


THE “ regulars ” of Tennessee are evidently not a happy lot. 
First, they were compelled to submit to an indiscriminating med- 
ical law—one giving Eclectics and Homeopathists a fair show— 
then Dr. Happel accepted an appointment on the board from the 
Governor without the sanction of his State Medical Society. 
Now comes a little discipline from the State Medical Society and 
yi aid expulsion. After this will he not be as well off? Why 
not | | 


WE recently saw a case of poisoning by belladonna and stra- 


monium, administered in the form of a suppository. The dose 


was not large, but the patient seemed extremely susceptible, and 
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was in a dangerous state of coma for several hours. Brandy and 
strong coffee, morphia sulp. } grain, vigorous slapping, and forced 
exercise were resorted to. Pilocarpine hypedermicaliy would 
perhaps have been a better remedy. The antidotes for stramo- 
nium are the same as for atropia. 


THE Medical Gleaner is the name of a new medical journal 
published at Cleves, Ohio, by Dr. W. C. Cooper. The August 
number is the initial one and promises to be the inauguration of 
a worthy enterprise. Dr. Cooper was formerly one of the editors 
of the Medical Investigator, a piquant and interesting journal 
published at Indianopolis, which succumbed at the death of its 
senior editor, Dr. Brown. Every able and worthy effort of the 
kind, if successful, adds to our strength. 


Dr. J. C. ScHLARBAUM has invented a unique door mat. It is 
so arranged that pressure upon it closes a circuit and rings an 
electric bell, thus apprising him in the precincts of his study or 
consultation room of the presence of an incoming or outgoing pa- 
tient., It is no respecter of persons, however, and would usher a. 
begger in with as much ceremony as if he were a prince. The 
Doctor is fitted up with electrical, oxygen gas apparatus, and other 
outfit, to do a successful practice in chronic diseases. 


A Paris doctor uses phenacetin to assuage the paroxysms of 
whooping-cough and lessen their frequency. He uses from 14 to 

of a grain at a dose, depending upon the age of the patient, an 
infant taking # grains, with good results. Under its use, severe 
cases, in which ten or fifteen paroxysms occurred daily, were mod- 
ified so that the number was reduced to three or four, and ren- 
dered very light. As soon as the remedy was stopped, however, 
the disease became aggravated—it is therefore only a palliative. 


THE KXeclectic Medical Journal states that the Medical and 
Surgical College of New Jersey has come to grief. This is an 
institution presided over by an Eclectic faculty, though the des- 
ignative term Eclectic’ doesnot appear in its name. We are 
sorry an Eclectic medical college cannot succeed to eminence on 
the Atlantic Coast. Every successful, reputable Eclectic medical 
college adds to our strength. There have been several in exist- 
ence, however, in time past, that had better never been born. 
Our best wishes are with all honest laborers in the cause. 


PorasstumM PFRMANGANATE.—This drug, since its recommen- 
dation by Ringer and Murrell as an emmenagogue, has been freely 
commented on by the medical press, and almost every notice 


| 
> 
4 
* / 
= 
q 
» 
é 
iv 


‘MISCELLANY. | 393 


made of it has been a favorable one. We have tried it several 
times (our expectancy of good results being very high at first), but 
have been universally disappointed in the result. If it possesses 
a tithe of the virtues ascribed to it, we have failed signally in dis- 
covering them, and some time ago relegated it to the list of obso- 
lete and unreliable agents, which have been much vaunted but 
weighed in the balance and found wanting. We would be glad to 
hear from any of our readers who have had any experience of 
favorable nature with it. We notice occasional favorable com- 
ments upon it in our exchanges, still. 


At the last meeting of the American Association of Physio- 
Medical Physicians and Surgeons, Dr. Harroun spoke highly of 
the wild red plum as a remedy for asthma. He asserted that he 
had treated six or seven bad cases, and cured every one. He 
uses the bark of the root, shaves it off, makes a strong syrup, 
and gives from 4 to 1 teaspoonful doses. One case of a man 
who had been doctered two months, 1 gave the preparation. 
He came again in about two weeks, and said the medicine had 
done him so much good he needed nothing more. An old lady 
had had asthma over two years ; it helped her as nothing else 
had ever done. It is pleasant to take. At the same meeting 
Dr. C. W. Cook reported ‘ thistle’’ as a remedy for headache.: 
He uses the whole plant—root, top, and al]—made into infusion 
to be drank freely. ‘‘ It cures almost any kind of headache.” 
Phytolacca was recommended in mammary abscess. Pomegranate 
bark in infusion as recommended by Locke for tape-worm, and 
some other familiar Eclectic remedies, were mentioned. Dr. 
Walls asserted that he had found some ugly properties in green 
root preparations of phytolacca. They may yet find that the 
pesky root is ‘‘ poison.” 


MISCELLANY. 


DEAFNESS OF OLD AGE.—Phosphoros, in a weak, oleaginous 
solution, is claimed by Sapolini to diminish the opacity of the 
drum of the ear, increasing the circulation and improving the 
hearing in deafness of old age. Successfully employed in sixty- 
two cases.— American Journal of Medical Science. 


A DANGEKOUS PREscRIPTION.—A pharmacist writes to the 
Bull. com., January, stating that he often gets a prescription as 
follows: Chlorate of potassium, 5 gm.; dist. water, 120 gm.; sim- 
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ple sirup, 30 gm.; a dessertspoonful every half hour. “Children - 
who take thik,” adds the pharmacist, “always die. M. Brouar- 
del cites six cases of death in children after using a similar potion. 
Can I refuse to dispense this mixture?”’ The editor says the 
pharmacist cannot refuse; he can only state the facts to the doctor, 
‘‘who will be likely to attribute the cause of death to the gravity 
of the disease.” He adds: ‘‘ Physicians, on account of the scant 
information we have as to the physiological action of chlorate of | 
potassium, use this medicant with the same imprudence and the 
same indifference as they have formerly shown.”—American 


J ournal Pharm. 


The Preparation 18 Official :— 
SPIRITUS FRUMENTI. 


Please give to the bearer the above-named potation— 
He’s a pretty good chap, and employed at the station; 
The liquid he craves is known as. frumentum, 
_ And my name at the bottom will tell you who sent him. 
The letters ‘‘Q. S.,” to be very explicit, 
Is a medical dodge—known as “ quantum sufficit; ’ 
But, if a special translation you crave for, 
It is simply this : Give him all he can pay for. 
His case is severe, so pray don’t refuse it— | 
He’s a member of church, and knows how to use it. 
So, please, don’t fail this, my first requisition, 
For I’m sound on the goose—an old-school physician. 
— Medical Age. 


THE TENDENCY OF THE Times.—The following is a take-off on 
the tendency of the average doctor to specify proprietary articles : 


B Ol. Morrhuz (Baker’s), £3. iii. 
Qi. acacize (Squibb’s gran.), 3i. 
Aque Lauro Cerasi (Cheris), f.3i. 
Syr. Hypoph. (Fellows),f.3ii. 
Ol. Menth. p. (Hotchkiss), qtt. x. 
Aq. (J ones’ filter), q. s. ad., f.gviil. 
Emulsify in mortar (Wedgewood). 
Put into vial (Whitall T. & Co.). 

(Armstrong). 

Label (Gast Lithogr. Co.). 


Dose—Tablespoonful (Mermod, Jacc. & Co.) three times a day 


—Asinus-Magnus, M. D., Phys. of the future (in Myer Bros. 
- Druggist, 
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ENDOMETRITIS DiaGNosED By Tampon.—Dr. B. 8. Schultze, 
Jena (M. & 8S. Rep., uly 6), says that he has found of value 
in the diagnosis of gchronic endometritis, during a number of 
years, a tampon of absorbent cotton, freely soaked in a 20 or 
25 per cent solution of tannin in glycerine, and firmly pressed 
in the vaginal vault, previously carefully cleaned, so that the 
mouth and vaginal portion of the cervix are completely cov- 
ered. The glycerine in the tampon draws the water freely from 
the surrounding tissues. The formed constituents of the uterine 
secretion will not, or only to a slight degree, be floated over 
the place at which they come in contact with the tampon. If 
the tampon is removed after 24 or 48 hours, there is found on 
it, if the ee is entirely healthy, only a small quantity of 
cervical secretion, clear as glass. If the mucous membrane in 
a section above the mouth of the uterus is affected with catarrh, 
there is found, besides, on the tampon, pus which has come from 
the uterus.— New York Medical Abstract. 


THE Eisner & Mendelson Company of New York are occupying 
an unsavory position before the medical profession of the coun- 
try just now. They arethe American agents of a firm, one of 
the partners of which has just been convicted in a Berlin court of 
circulating a false court decision and of making affidavit that the 
same was a true and correct copy. According to a communication 


from Messrs. Tarrant & Co., printed elsewhere in this issue of 


our JOURNAL, it appears that the Hisner & Mendelson Company 
were parties to the circulation of these misleading documents. 
They have done themselves irreparable injury. When such dis- 
reputable business methods have to be engaged in to: sustain a 
preparation, it is high time the preparation was thrown over- 
board. There is every evidence to believe that the Hoff’s Malt 
Extract imported by ‘Tarrant & Co. is the original and genuine 
article. The communication headed ‘ False Swearing’’ is worth 
reading, and every physician who prescribes malt as a nutrient 
should give it a perusal. 


SUTURES AND LIGATURES IN ABDOMINAL SeEcTion.— Dr. Thom- 
son, of Dorpat, has published in the Contralblatt fur Gynekolgie, 
June 15, 1889, a series of experiments intended to throw more 
light on the suture question. Dr. Thomson rejected silver as an 
unabsorbable material, and used for his experiments carbolized 
catgut, chromic gut, silk and silk worm gut. All these sut- 
ure materials were’ carefully sterilized, and as much as pos- 
sible, of the same thickness. As the experiments ‘chiefly bore 
upon | the use of sutures in Cesarean section, Dr. Thomson 
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chase for caperiment rabbits, bitches that had given 
birth to young. An incision, a few centmeters in length, was 
made in the right and also the left uterine cornu, and united 
again by suture, a different material being employed on opposite 
sides in each case. The omentum and the abdominal wound 
were also sutured, in order to test. the possibly different fate of 
sutures according as they were imbedded in those structures or 
in the uterus. It was found that there was little or no difference. 
At different times the subjects were killed and the sutures in- 
spected. Carbolized gut was found to undergo complete absorp- 
tion in seventeen days, little but the knots remaining at the end 
of ten days. Chronic gut remained quite unabsorbed at the end 
of seventeen, fifty, and even sixty-four days, the portyons project- 
ing freely into the peritoneal cavity, being more or “less covered 
with membrane. At the end of fourteen days the silk threads 
were found to be loosened, but intact; in fifty days partial ab- 
sorption had taken place; in sixty-four days only a few small . 
traces of silk could be detected. Silk worm gut underwent no 
change; at the end of sixty-four days it remained intact, its sharp 
ends" projecting into the peritoneum. From the above experi- 
ments Dr. Thompson concludes that for Cesarean section at least, 
silk is the best and safest material for suture, since it can be 
thoroughly sterilized, and undergoes sure but not rapid absorp- 
tion.—British Medical Journal, June 22, 1889. 


W. J. Notan, M. D., Bridgewater, Dak., writes: “Please ex- 
cuse my delay in not testifying to the remarkable results of your 
Crystalline Phosphate. I regard it as extremely valuable as a 
fat producer and tonic agent. Where there is emaciation and 
prostration its success is particularly marked. No remedy I hav® 


ever used has given the results this has where the above condi- 


tions existed.” 


New York City, Nov. 9, 1888. 
Messrs. Reep & Carnrick—Gentlemen: In recognition of the 
courtesy shown us by your invitation to visit your laboratory at 
Goshen and personally observe the several successive steps in the 
process of preparing yeur Soluble Food, we desire to express our 


thanks. We were very forcibly impressed with the precaution 


exercised in obtaining practically sterilized and partly digested 
milk, and the absolute cleanliness observed throughout the entire 
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process. We scibidelpasiaie indorse your Soluble Food, and shall 
continue prescribing it for our babies. Edward Molitor, M. D., 
Somonauk, I[ll.; J. Gill. Allan, M. D., Shelbyville, Ky.; J.-D. 
Herrmann, M. D., Eastman, Ga.; 8. T. Turner, M. D., El Paso, 
Tex.; J. I. McConnell, M. D.,.Chattanooga, Tenn.; J.C. B. Jus- 
tice, M. D., Ashville, N.eC.; B. Z. Henslea, M. D., Dickson, 
Tenn.; W. G. Ferguson, M. D., Hugesville, Mo.; J. H. Me- 
Duffee, M. D.,. Keyser, N. C.; W. H. Hudson, M. D., La 
Fayette, Ala.— New York Polyclinic School. 


FALSE SWEARING. 


Fictitious Court Decisions Backed up by Lying Affidavits 
_ for the Sake of Selling a Substitute Extract. 


To the Medical Profession:— 

Puysicians who have been induced to prescribe the substitute 
Hoff's Malt Extract, which is put up in a short, squatty bottle, 
bearing the name of “Johann Hoff” and “ Moritz Eisner ” on 
the neck, and sold as the genuine or the imported Hoff’s Malt 
Extract, will no doubt be surprised to learn that the proprietors 
of that article have just been convicted in a Berlin court of cir- 
culating a fictitious and maliciously false court decision, and of 
swearing to a false affidavit. 

The genuine Hoff’s Malt Extract was introduced into this 
country, in 1866, by the manufacturer, Mr. Leopold Hoff, of 
Hamburg, and was then sold in a short, squatty bottle. In 
1869 a new, slender and handsome green bottle was adopted for 
the sales in this market, and the agency for the United States 
and the British Provinces of North America was transferred 
to us. 

In 1880 a new firm, styling itself ‘‘ Johann Hoff,” started up 
in Berlin, and began mixing and putting on the market a sub- 
stitute Hoff’s Malt Extract. Moritz Eisner, then of Phila- 
delphia, now of the Eisner & Mendelson Company, No. 6 Barelay 
Street, New York, became the American agent. 

The manufacturers of this swhstitute adopted the bottle which 
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had been abandoned for this market, and there is no doubt but 
that this led to some confusion. — 

Lawsuits followed, both in this country and in Germany, and 
in every instance the cases were dismissed at the cost of this 
new firm. They then appealed to the Supreme Court of the 
German Empire. On a technicality the case was sent back to 
the lower court for a re-trial. In May, 1887, there appeared in 
various trade and medical journals (and notably in the O71, 
Paint, and Drug Reporter, of New York) an article headed 
« Another Court Decision on Hoff’s Malt Extract.” It reflected 
severely upon our firm and upon Mr. Leopold Hoff. It pur- 
ported to be the decision of the Supreme Court of the German 
Empire, and was signed, “Reuling, Judge.” We promptly de- 
nied the authenticity of this document, as did Mr, Leopold Hoff, 
whereupon the Eisner & Mendelson Company, in a letteygprinted 
in the Oil, Paint, and Drug Reporter, of June 22, 1887, without 
attempting to answer our allegations concerning the spurious 
character of the article whose insertion was caused by them, 


stated that they had in their possession an exact copy of the 


decision of the German Supreme Court for anyone’s perusal, and 
printed in the letter the names in full of the judges who signed 
the genuine decision. If they had, they must have known the 
document which had already appeared, and which was freely 
circulated through the mails over a year afterwards, was fraudu- 
lent. An investigation proved the document to be a garbled 
copy of the plea of a lawyer, named Reuling, who argued the 
case of the firm styling itself Johann Hoff before the German 
Supreme Court. | 

In January, 1888, Max Martin Hoff, one of the partners of 
the so-called firm Johann Hoff, for whom the Eisner & Men- 
delson Company are agents, made an affidavit before a Phila- 
delphia notary public that their lawyer’s plea, which had been 
published as the decision of the Supreme Court of the German 
Empire, was a true and correct copy of that decision, and this 
lying affidavit with the false court decision were printed side by 
side and circulated extensively among the medical men and drug 
trade of this country. -At the time he made this affidavit he was. 
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then in Philadelphia, supermtending the mixing of the substitute 
article on the premises of the G. Manz Brewing Company, Sixth 
and Clearfield Streets. 

Copies of these publications being sent to Mr. Leopold Hoff, 
he promptly sued the Berlin firm for damages and to enjoin 
them from their further circulation, and on June. 13, 1889, the 
following decision was rendered, which we reproduce as cabled 


to us by Mr. Lang, the then U.S. Consul at rere per our 
request :— 


ass 


at & 


‘‘ HAMBURG, June 28, 1889. 
“TarRANT & Co., New York: As requested, I send extract 


translated from certified decision of the Berlin Court Prussian 
Royal Landsgericht, rendered June 13, 1889, in the case of 
Leopold Hoff vs. ‘ Johann Hoff.’ 

‘‘ Defendants admit that they have sent to Eisner & Mendelson 
the paper filed by their lawyer, Reuling, in the Hamburg Re- 
vision case. It is not to be doubted that defendants have done 
it in order that the paper should be used by their agents for 
advertising their preparation against plaintiff or Tarrant & Co. 

‘The defendants say the publication was only an error of their 
agents (Eisner & Mendelson Co.), but it is clear that the de- 
fendants have directly ordered their agents to publish their own 
paper as the decision of the Reichsgericht. According to the 
opinion of the Court this intention existed from the beginning. 

»Max Martin Hoff admits having confirmed the statement that 
the published decision is that of Reichsgericht, but it is proved 
that he has sworn to it. By signing the affidavit he has acted 
carelessly in the highest degree if he has sworn without taking 
notice of the contents of the paper, and it must be taken that 
Max Martin Hoff swore to the paper with the intention of main- 
taining the publication that the same is the decision of the Reichs- 


gericht. 
“ Decision as to the amount of damages i is reserved. 1 


(Signed) Lane, UJ. S. Consul.” 


What a terrible rebuke this is to both the proprietors and the 
agents of this substitute extract! _ 


What confidence can be placed in the virtue of a preparation 
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or upon a claim of a firm convicted of circulating false court 
decisions and of swearing to lying affidavits ? 

Will the medical profession jeopardize the health of their 
patients by allowing them to take the mixtures of such unprin- 
cipled parties 

Whether they mix their preparation in Berlin or in Phila- 
delphia, any physician who will take the trouble to examine it 
will find it to be a light, sour, and nauseous liquid, bearing evi- 
dence in odor, taste, and appearance of a doctored beer, having 
the effect of a stimulant, while the genuine and original Hoff’s 
Malt, “ Zarrant’s,’’ is a nutrient. In this connection we desire 
to say that complaints frequently reach us to the effect that 
‘‘natients are nauseated and unable to retain the Malt, but upon 
investigation we have found in every instance that it was the 
substitute Hoff’s Malt that was complained of. We have also 
learned that, failing to get results from using the squatty bottle, 
many physicians (supposing that to be the genuine article) have 
abandoned the use of Hoff’s Malt. 

In order to protect physicians and their patients, and draw an 
unmistakable line between the original and the substitute, the 
original and genuine imported preparation is now labeled 

Hoff’s Malt Extract, Zarrant’s, 
and if, when prescribing, physicians will specify “Tarrant,” no 
wmistakes can occur, The genuine article, as stated above, is put 
up in a slender green bottle. It is of agreeable taste, and besides 
being the original it is undoubtedly the best Tiquid malt on the 
market. 

It is recognized by many of our leading physicians as a standard 
nutritive tonic for convalescents, nursing mothers, sick children, 
and in all wasting diseases. It is a safe, pleasant appetizer and 


_ invigorant, and was recommended by no less an authority than 


the late J. Milner Fothergill, M. D., as a food in typhoid fever. 
Hoff’s Malt, Z’arrant’s, has been imported continuously by us 
from Hamburg since 1869, and all that we have ever received or 


. sold has been manufactured in the factory of Mr. Leopold Hoff, 


who originally introduced this preparation into the United States 
in1866. ~ “Tarrant & Co., New York. 
Established 1834. 
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